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As against this the production of raw jute in 1950-51 was
32.9 lakh bales. In 1951-52 this has risen to 46,8 lakh bales.
The target set up by the Planning Commission for 1955-56
is 53.5 lakh bales. The trends of production show that the
target may be achieved even earlier.
As a result of these efforts the share of Pakistan in raw-
jute has been continuously declining. From nearly 80% in
1947-48, it came down to 73% in 1948-49 and to 52% in 1949-50.
By 1955-56 it is likely to go down still further.
Pakistan is trying to create its own jute manufacturing
industry. Three large 1,000-loom mills are likely to be
working near Narainganj by 1953. Four more 500-loom units
and one smaller unit may also go into production in the same
year. This will give a total of 5,250 looms and 15 to 20
per cent of the hessian production of the Indian mills may
be ^manufactured by Pakistan. The official target to be
achieved by 1958 is said to be 15,000 looms.
Both the Indian and the Pakistan sections will have to
compete for almost the same markets overseas. The Indian
section was fully able to meet the total requirements and
in difficult times was required to reduce working hours and
to seal off certain percentage of looms. Now the addition of
the Pakistan section will bring into existence excess installed
capacity and will certainly intensify competition.
From the point of view of location, the situation of the
.mills at Narainganj (East Pakistan) is certainly inferior to
those of the mills in the Hooghly area. The Hooghly mills
situated at the export point itself enjoy all the advantages
of* the Supply of raw materials, fuel and labour and have
to incur no additional expense in marketing and disposing
of their goods to foreign buyers. Narainganj is one of the
best centres of the supply of raw jute but for exporting
manufactures it will have to depend upon the Chittagong
port ,The new mills in Pakistan will also have the advantage
v0f new machinery and ujp-to-cbite technical developments.
But the Indian industry possesses well established markets in
foreign lands. On the whole, the Indian industry appears
to be in an advantageous position if it can get enough raw
^materials from inside the Indian Union. Whether the position
of the Hooghly industry can be seriously challenged by any
other section, only future will reveal.